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W H y  D o  W e  N e e D  H o u s I N g  A s s I s TA N C e ? 
housing is central to our quality of life. research shows that having a stable, safe, 
ĂŶĚ ĚĞĐĞŶƚ ƉůĂĐĞ ƚŽ ůŝǀĞ ŝƐ ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů ƚŽ ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ Ă ƐƚĂďůĞ ũŽď͕ ƉƌŽƉĞƌ ŚĞĂůƚŚ  
ĂŶĚ ŶƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ ŝŶ ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ1͘ sƚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŝƐ ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ  
important for children whose childhood experiences can either limit or increase 
ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ ĂƐ ĂĚƵůƚƐ͘

since it is central to quality of life, it follows that housing is also the most expensive  
part of the average american’s budget. in 2012, americans spent the most on  
housing; nearly 33% of their total expenditures2. the maximum expense recom-
mended by the us Department of housing and urban Development (huD) for 
ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŝƐ ϯ0й ŽĨ ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ ĂŶŶƵĂů ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ͘ aŶǇ ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ ŽŶ ƌĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ 
ƵƟůŝƟĞƐ ĂďŽǀĞ ƚŚŝƐ ĂŵŽƵŶƚ ŝƐ ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ Ă ͚ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĐŽƐƚ ďƵƌĚĞŶ͛3. however, the 
percentage families spend on housing varies by income. the poorest 20% of 
americans spent 40% of their total expenditures on housing in 20124, since there 
ĂƌĞ ĨĞǁĞƌ ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŽƉƟŽŶƐ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ Ăƚ ƐƵĐŚ ůŽǁ ƉƌŝĐĞ ƉŽŝŶƚƐ͘ iŶ ĨĂĐƚ͕ 
Ă ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ ǁŽƵůĚ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ŵĂŬĞ Ψϯϵ͕0ϴ0ͬǇĞĂƌ Žƌ Ψ1ϴ͘ϳϵͬŚŽƵƌ ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ ĨƵůůͲƟŵĞ 
ƚŽ ĂīŽƌĚ ĂŶ ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ ƚǁŽ ďĞĚƌŽŽŵ ĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ5. this reality causes many families 
ƚŽ ďĞĐŽŵĞ ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůůǇ ƐƚƌĂƉƉĞĚ͕ Žƌ ƐƵīĞƌ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĚĞĮĐŝĞŶĐŝĞƐ ůŝŬĞ ŝŶƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕  
homelessness, or poor quality housing. 

as seen in [Figure 1.1], low-income families experience more housing instability  
than their wealthier counterparts. twice as many households living in poverty 
moved in the past year as did households at least one step above the us poverty 
level in 2012. 

Low-income renters also live much more frequently than do renters with higher 
ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐƐ ŝŶ ƐƵďͲƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ͕ ŽǀĞƌĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ͕ Žƌ ƵŶĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͖ ƚŚĞ ŵĂŝŶ ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ 
hu� ƵƐĞƐ ƚŽ ĚĞĮŶĞ Ă ͚ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͛͘  oĨ ƚŚĞƐĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͕ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ  
cost burdens are the most prevalent. as seen in [Figure 1.2], more than 50% of 

As more and more Americans need affordable housing, federal rental assistance provides 
an impactful and cost effective way to improve people’s lives while at the same time  
improving our communities. It provides not just a place to live, but a stable platform  
from which residents and their children can access critical resources that will allow  
them to change their lives. This report brings together data on who needs housing  
assistance, those who receive housing assistance, and the impact of housing assistance 
providers in our communities to help to illustrate why housing matters.
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[Figure 1.1]  Percent of  
HouseHolDs MoVeD IN THe  
lAsT yeAR by PoVeRTy sTATus

Below  
Poverty

Level

at Least one  
step above  

Poverty Level 

PAHRC tabulation of the American Community  
Survey (ACS) 2010-2012 three year estimates.  
The poverty level for a family of four in 2012  
was $23,050. Families at least one step above  
the poverty level’ make 150% or more of the  
poverty level, or $34,575 and above.

11.1%

24.3%

WŚǇ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ MĂƩĞƌƐ͘͘͘
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low-income renters and about 80% of very low-income and extremely low-income 
ƌĞŶƚĞƌƐ ŚĂǀĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ ƚŽ ũƵƐƚ 1ϯ͘ϳй ŽĨ ŚŝŐŚĞƌ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ƌĞŶƚĞƌƐ͘ 
Likewise, two-thirds of extremely low-income renters have severe housing prob-
ůĞŵƐ ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ũƵƐƚ ƵŶĚĞƌ ϲй ŽĨ ŚŝŐŚĞƌ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ƌĞŶƚĞƌƐ͘

t H e  r o l e  o f  H o u s i n g  A s s i s tA n c e
housing assistance6 ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ Ă ĨĞĚĞƌĂů ƐƵďƐŝĚǇ͕  ƚĂǆ ŝŶĐĞŶƟǀĞ͕ Žƌ ŵŽƌƚŐĂŐĞ  
ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ ƚŽ ŵĂŬĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ƚŽ ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘ iŶ ĚŽŝŶŐ ƐŽ ŝƚ  
ĐŽŵďĂƚƐ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ƵŶĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ĂŶĚ ŝŶĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ  
and provides decent, safe, and stable homes for over eight million families, which  
totals over 18 million individual americans7. assisted housing programs make 
ŚŽŵĞƐ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŝŶ Ă ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ǁĂǇƐ͘ tŚĞ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ PƌŽŐƌĂŵ ĨƵŶĚƐ Ă  
ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů ͚ďƌŝĐŬƐ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƌƚĂƌ͛ ƵŶŝƚ ŽĨ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŵĂĚĞ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ƚŽ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ  
at 30% of their income. the housing Choice Voucher (hCV) Program, also referred 
ƚŽ ĂƐ sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ͕ ƌĞŝŵďƵƌƐĞƐ Ă ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ ůĂŶĚůŽƌĚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ŵĂƌŬĞƚ 
ƌĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĂŵŽƵŶƚ Ă ĨĂŵŝůǇ ĐĂŶ ĂīŽƌĚ ƚŽ ƉĂǇ ĨŽƌ Ă ƵŶŝƚ͘ tŚŝƐ ƐƵďƐŝĚǇ ĐĂŶ ĞŝƚŚĞƌ 
ĨŽůůŽǁ ƚŚĞ ƚĞŶĂŶƚ ĂƐ ƚŚĞǇ ŵŽǀĞ Žƌ ďĞ ĂƩĂĐŚĞĚ ƚŽ Ă ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ͘ tŚĞ >Žǁ  
iŶĐŽŵĞ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ tĂǆ CƌĞĚŝƚ ;>ihtCͿ PƌŽŐƌĂŵ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ ƚĂǆ ŝŶĐĞŶƟǀĞƐ ƚŽ ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞƌƐ  
to build units for low-income families. there are also special housing subsidies for  
veterans, the elderly and disabled, homeless families, families living in rural areas, 
ĂŶĚ ƚŚŽƐĞ ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ ĨƌŽŵ ai�s͘ 

as seen in [Figure 1.3], by reducing how much low-income families must spend  
ƚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ ŽĨ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ĂůůŽǁƐ ƚŚĞŵ ƚŽ ĂīŽƌĚ  
ŽƚŚĞƌ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ ŶĞĐĞƐƐŝƟĞƐ ůŝŬĞ ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ͕ ŶƵƚƌŝƟŽƵƐ ĨŽŽĚ͕ ƐĐŚŽŽů ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͕  
ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ ƚŽ ǁŽƌŬ͕ Žƌ ũŽď ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͘ iŶ ƚŚŝƐ ǁĂǇ͕  ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĐĂŶ ĨƌĞĞ  
low-income families and their children from overburdening housing costs,  
ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŵ ƚŽ ĂĚũƵƐƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ďƵĚŐĞƚ ƚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ŵŽƌĞ ŽƉƟŽŶƐ ƚŽ ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ  
ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͘ tŚĞ ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ hCs PƌŽŐƌĂŵ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĐŽƐƚƐ   

nearly 80% of extremely and very low-income 
renters have housing problems compared to 
over 13% of higher income renters.

This figure presents the basic economic theory 
behind housing subsidies.
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(an average tenant rent of $309/month8 ƉůƵƐ ƵƟůŝƚǇ ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐͿ ĂƌĞ ǁĞůů ďĞůŽǁ ƚŚĞ 
us ŵĞĚŝĂŶ ŐƌŽƐƐ ƌĞŶƚ ŽĨ ΨϴϴϵͬŵŽŶƚŚ ĂŶĚ ũƵƐƚ ďĞůŽǁ ǁŚĂƚ Ă ĨĂŵŝůǇ ŽĨ ĨŽƵƌ ŵĂŬ-
ŝŶŐ ϯ0й ŽĨ ƚŚĞ hu� ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ ŶĂƟŽŶĂů ŵĞĚŝĂŶ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ;Ψ1ϵ͕200Ϳ ĐĂŶ ĂīŽƌĚ9. and 
with the average income of all Public housing and hCV Program households (not 
ĂĐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ ĨŽƌ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ƐŝǌĞͿ Ăƚ ŽŶůǇ Ψ1ϯ͕14ϲͬǇĞĂƌ10 and the median income closer to 
$11,000/year11, housing assistance plays a crucial role in providing stability to many 
low-income families. 

t H e  c u r r e n t  n e e d  f o r  H o u s i n g  A s s i s tA n c e
tŚĞƌĞ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ ƚŽ ďĞ Ă ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ ŶĞĞĚ ĨŽƌ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘ WŚŝůĞ ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ 
rents are both increasing each year, the rate of growth in income does not match 
the higher rate of growth in rent. as seen in [Figure 2.1], the median gross rent 
increased 5.8% from 2007 to 2009, while median income only increased at a rate of 
2͘ϳй ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚŝƐ ƟŵĞ͘ &ƌŽŵ 200ϵ ƚŽ 2012͕ ŵĞĚŝĂŶ ŐƌŽƐƐ ƌĞŶƚ ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ Ăƚ Ă ƌĂƚĞ ŽĨ 
ϳ͘ϲй ĂŶĚ ŵĞĚŝĂŶ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ŐƌĞǁ Ăƚ Ă ƌĂƚĞ ŽĨ ũƵƐƚ 0͘ϴй͘ tŚŝƐ ƚƌĞŶĚ ŵĞĂŶƐ ƚŚĂƚ ŵŽƌĞ 
ĂŶĚ ŵŽƌĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ĂƌĞ ĮŶĚŝŶŐ ƌĞŶƚ ůĞƐƐ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ ĂƌĞ ŶŽƚ 
keeping up with their housing costs.

indeed, as seen in [Figure 2.2], nearly half of all renters are cost burdened. almost 
one-quarter of all renters are severely cost burdened, paying in excess of 50% of 
their household income on rent. moreover, the number of households experiencing 
ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ĐŽƐƚ ďƵƌĚĞŶƐ ŚĂƐ ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ 4ϯй ƐŝŶĐĞ 200ϳ ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŶŐ 
ƚŚĂƚ Ă ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů ƐƋƵĞĞǌĞ ŝƐ ĨŽƌĐŝŶŐ ŵŽƌĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŝŶƚŽ ŝŶĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ ĂŶĚ ƵŶĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ 
housing.12

aƚ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ƟŵĞ ƚŚĂƚ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ĐĂŶ ĂīŽƌĚ ůĞƐƐ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ ƚŚĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ  
ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŝƐ ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ͘ �ĞƚǁĞĞŶ 200ϲ ĂŶĚ 2012͕ ƚŚĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ 
considered to have extremely low incomes rose nearly 20%13. and as the housing 
market declined during the recession, more households became renters because 
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[Figure 2.1]  growtH rAte of mediAn  
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[Figure 2.2]  Percent of All renters 
witH Housing cost Burdens 

PAHRC tabulation of Comprehensive Housing  
Affordability Strategy (CHAS) 2013 data based  
on 2006-2010 ACS five year estimates. 

45% of all renters are cost burdened
23% of all renters are severely cost burdened

= approximately 380,000 households

nearly half of all renters are cost burdened.   
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ƚŚĞǇ ůŽƐƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŚŽŵĞƐ Žƌ ƐƚĂǇĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƌĞŶƚĂů ŵĂƌŬĞƚ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ƚŚĞǇ ƉƵƚ Žī ďƵǇŝŶŐ Ă 
home. this increase in the number of higher income renters led rents to rise and 
ƐƋƵĞĞǌĞĚ ŽƵƚ ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ƌĞŶƚĂů ŵĂƌŬĞƚ͘ tŽĚĂǇ͕  ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ĨĞǁĞƌ 
ƌĞŶƚĂů ŽƉƟŽŶƐ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ƚŽ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͕ ďƵƚ ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ ƚŽ ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ ƌĞŶƚĞƌƐ14. 

as seen in [Figure 2.3], ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ ŶŽǁ Ă ŵĂũŽƌ ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞ ŽĨ ƌĞŶƚĂů ƵŶŝƚƐ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ  
ƚŽ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ ϯ0й ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂƌĞĂ ŵĞĚŝĂŶ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ Žƌ ďĞůŽǁ͘ tŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ũƵƐƚ  
ϯ͘ϯ ŵŝůůŝŽŶ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ƵŶŝƚƐ ĨŽƌ 11͘ϱ ŵŝůůŝŽŶ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ15͘ nĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕  ũƵƐƚ 
ϴ͘ϯй ŽĨ Ăůů ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ ƌĞŶƚĂů ƵŶŝƚƐ ĂƌĞ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ƚŽ ƚŚŽƐĞ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ ďĞůŽǁ ϯ0й ŽĨ  
the area median income16. this trend varies by region, with some areas providing 
ĞǀĞŶ ĨĞǁĞƌ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ƵŶŝƚƐ ƚŽ ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇ ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘ MŽƌĞ ĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞ 
ĂƌĞĂƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ ĐŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ ĂƐ ĨĞǁ ĂƐ ϲй ŽĨ ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ ƌĞŶƚĂů ƵŶŝƚƐ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ  
to extremely low-income families. as such, many poor renters must make a choice 
ƚŽ ĞŝƚŚĞƌ ƐĞƩůĞ ĨŽƌ ƐƵďͲƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ Žƌ ƉĂǇ ŵƵĐŚ ŵŽƌĞ ƚŚĂŶ ƚŚĞǇ ĐĂŶ ĂīŽƌĚ͘

t H e  c u r r e n t  s u P P ly  o f  A s s i s t e d  H o u s i n g
CƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ͕  ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ŶĞĂƌůǇ Ɛŝǆ ŵŝůůŝŽŶ ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů ƵŶŝƚƐ ŽĨ ĨĞĚĞƌĂůůǇ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ  
ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ĂīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚͬŽƌ ĚŝƌĞĐƚ ƐƵďƐŝĚŝĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĂůŵŽƐƚ 2͘ϱ ŵŝůůŝŽŶ 
hCV rental assistance vouchers17 ƚŽ ĂŝĚ ƚŚĞ ŽǀĞƌ 1ϵ ŵŝůůŝŽŶ ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ ƋƵĂůŝĨǇŝŶŐ 
households18. thus, while 16.5% of all american households might qualify for rental 
ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕ ŽŶůǇ 4й ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ ĚĞĞƉůǇ ƐƵďƐŝĚŝǌĞĚ ƌĞŶƚĂů ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕ Žƌ ƌĞŶƚĂů ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ 
ƚŚĂƚ ƌĞĚƵĐĞƐ ƚŚĞ ĂŵŽƵŶƚ ŽĨ ƌĞŶƚ Ă ĨĂŵŝůǇ ŵƵƐƚ ƉĂǇ͘ aŶŽƚŚĞƌ 1й ůŝǀĞ ŝŶ ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ 
ǁŝƚŚ ĂīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ19͘ oŶůǇ ŽŶĞͲƋƵĂƌƚĞƌ ŽĨ ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ ƋƵĂůŝĨǇŝŶŐ ŚŽƵƐĞ-
ŚŽůĚƐ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ ĚĞĞƉůǇ ƐƵďƐŝĚŝǌĞĚ ƌĞŶƚĂů ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ20. 

eǆĂĐĞƌďĂƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͕ ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐͲďƵŝůƚ ƐƚŽĐŬ ŽĨ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŝƐ ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ  
ĂƐ ĨĞĚĞƌĂů ĂŶĚ ƐƚĂƚĞ ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ ĨŽƌ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ  
ĂƌĞ ŶŽƚ ŵĂĚĞ ƚŽ ƌĞŶŽǀĂƚĞ ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ Žƌ ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ ůĂŶĚůŽƌĚƐ ĂŶĚ ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞƌƐ 
ĮŶĚ ŝƚ ƚŽŽ ĐŽƐƚůǇ ƚŽ ŬĞĞƉ ƵŶŝƚƐ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ͘ rĞĂĚǇͲďƵŝůƚ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƵŶŝƚƐ͕  

[Figure 2.3]  AffoRDAble AVAIlAble uNITs 
witH AdequAte KitcHen And PlumBing  
fAcilities And tHe numBer of extremely 
loW-INCoMe (elI) fAMIlIes IN 2012 

Urban Institute tabulation of ACS 2012 one year 
estimates and HUD administrative data.  

11.5 Million
elI Renter Households

3.3 Million
Affordable,  
Available units

[Figure 3.1]  Percent of All AdequAte 
rentAl units AffordABle to extremely 
loW-INCoMe ReNTeRs by sTATe

PAHRC Tabulation of CHAS 2013 data based on 2006-
2010 ACS five year estimates. For county-level infor-
mation see the Urban Institute’s ‘County Affordability 
Map’ at http://www.urban.org/housingaffordability/
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       15.1% – 20%              
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without housing  
assistance, there 
would be only one 
ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ƵŶŝƚ ĨŽƌ 
every 100 eLi renters 
in the us. with  
housing assistance, 
ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ 2ϵ ĂīŽƌĚ-
able units for every 
100 eLi renters21
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W H o  b e N e f I T s  f R o M  A s s I s T e D  H o u s I N g ?

ŽŌĞŶ ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ ƚŽ ĂƐ ƉƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ ĂƌĞ ĂŶ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ ƐŽƵƌĐĞ ŽĨ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ 
housing in almost every community across the country. unfortunately, the number 
of public housing units has decreased nearly ten percent over the last decade, as 
seen in [Figure 3.2]. some of these units have been transferred to other assisted 
housing programs. however, this loss will likely increase as the necessary Public 
hŽƵƐŝŶŐ CĂƉŝƚĂů &ƵŶĚƐ ĂƌĞ ŶŽƚ ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞĚ ƚŽ ƌĞƉĂŝƌ ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ ƚŚĂƚ ĂƌĞ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ ƚŽ 
already need nearly $26B in delayed repairs22͘ aŶĚ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ sĞƋƵĞƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͕ ŽƚŚĞƌ ĂƐ-
sisted housing programs experienced cuts, which further decreased the aid available 
to families23.

as such, assisted housing providers cannot currently meet the expansive need for  
ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘ iŶĚĞĞĚ͕ ƚŚĞ ŶĞĞĚ ŽƵƚǁĞŝŐŚƐ ƚŚĞ ĚĞŵĂŶĚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞƐĞ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ƐŽ 
ŵƵĐŚ ƐŽ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ ůŝƐƚƐ ĨŽƌ ƉƵďůŝĐ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ Žƌ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ŝŶ ŵĂŶǇ ĂƌĞĂƐ 
ŚĂǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ĐůŽƐĞĚ ĨŽƌ ǇĞĂƌƐ ĂŶĚ ĂƌĞ ƐƟůů ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇ ůŽŶŐ͘  

W H o  I s  A s s I s T e D ? P u b l I C  H o u s I N g  A N D  H o u s I N g  C H o I C e 
V o u C H e R  R e s I D e N T s
the suite of federal housing assistance programs serves over eight million families, 
which totals over 18 million individual americans – each year24. of these programs, 
the Public housing and hCV Programs together serve over three million families, 
which totals nearly seven million individuals, each year25. most households  
receiving housing assistance through the Public housing and hCV Programs are 
headed by a senior or disabled individual or have children, as seen in [Figure 4.1].

Considering all household members, over 42% of the individuals assisted through 
the Public housing or hCV Program are children under the age of 18, as illustrated 
in [Figure 4.3].

Contrary to stereotypes of Public housing and hCV recipients, many households 
that are not elderly or disabled have a household member in the workplace as  
seen in  [Figure 4.2]. while one-third of household heads earn wages from work,  
a much larger percentage of families receiving assistance are working when  
we consider that 50% of all households in the hCV and Public housing Programs 
are elderly or disabled and may be unable to work. in 2012, the Center on  
�ƵĚŐĞƚ ĂŶĚ PŽůŝĐǇ PƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ϲ2й ŽĨ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŶŽŶͲĞůĚĞƌůǇ͕  ŶŽŶͲ 
ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ ǁĞƌĞ ĂƩĂĐŚĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ůĂďŽƌ ŵĂƌŬĞƚ͘27 moreover, 75% of 
able-bodied, working age households have children and nearly 90% of households 
ǁŝƚŚ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĂƌĞ ŚĞĂĚĞĚ ďǇ ƐŝŶŐůĞ ĨĞŵĂůĞƐ ǁŚŽ ǁŽƵůĚ ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌŝůǇ ŚĂǀĞ ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ 
ũƵŐŐůŝŶŐ ǁŽƌŬ ĂŶĚ ĐŚŝůĚĐĂƌĞ͘ oŶůǇ 42й ŽĨ ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƐƵďƐŝĚŝĞƐ ƚŽ ŚĞůƉ 
make ends meet like food stamps or temporary assistance for needy Families 
;tan&Ϳ ĂŶĚ ũƵƐƚ ŽŶĞͲƋƵĂƌƚĞƌ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ůŝŬĞ ĂůŝŵŽŶǇ Žƌ ĐŚŝůĚ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘

the Public housing and hCV Programs primarily serve extremely low-income 
households, who make 30% or less of the area median income, and very  
low-income households, making 30% to 50% of the area median income. as  
[Figure 4.4], illustrates, over two-thirds of families served by these two assisted 
housing programs are extremely low-income.

[Figure 3.2]  INVeNToRy of PublIC  
Housing units to Housing cHoice  
VouCHeRs (2000-2013)

[Figure 4.1]  HouseHolDs ReCeIVINg HCV 
or PuBlic Housing AssistAnce in 2013
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42% Children (under 18)

2.8 million Children3.9 million adults
6.7 million People assisted

58% adults

PĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞƐ ďĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ hu� ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ aMi ;aƌĞĂ MĞĚŝĂŶ iŶĐŽŵĞͿ

[Figure 4.3]  tHe rAtio of cHildren to Adults Assisted  
by THe PublIC HousINg AND HCV PRogRAM IN 2013

[Figure 4.4]  INCoMe DIsTRIbuTIoN of HouseHolDs seRVeD  
by THe PublIC HousINg AND HCV PRogRAMs IN 2013
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PAHRC tabulation of HUD Resident Characteristics Report Data as of January 31, 2014.
*  Data missing from HUD system. Includes: not applicable, incomplete address information provided, 

don’t know, not reported.

PAHRC tabulation of HUD Resident Characteristics Report Data as of January 31, 2014.
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H o u s i n g  A s  A  s t e P P i n g  s to n e 
&Žƌ ŵŽƐƚ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ Ă ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƐƵďƐŝĚǇ ŝƐ Ă ƐƚĞƉƉŝŶŐ ƐƚŽŶĞ ƚŽ ďĞƩĞƌ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘ 
[Figure 5.1] illustrates that a short stay in assisted housing is typical. in public 
ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ ĂďŽƵƚ ŚĂůĨ ŽĨ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ ƐƚĂǇ ũƵƐƚ ĮǀĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ Žƌ ůĞƐƐ͘ MĂŶǇ ŽĨ ƚŚŽƐĞ ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ 
ůŽŶŐĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ ĮǀĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ ůŝŬĞůǇ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐĂůůǇ ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚ ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ Žƌ ƐĞŶŝŽƌƐ 
ĂŐŝŶŐ ŝŶ ƉůĂĐĞ͕ ǁŚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ĮǆĞĚ ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĐĂŶŶŽƚ ĞŶƚĞƌ ƚŚĞ ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ͘  

yĞƚ ƚŚĞ ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ ƟŵĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ 
is longer in regions where housing is especially expensive. For example, in rental 
markets with very low vacancy and very high rents, like new York, new York, or  
>ŽƐ aŶŐĞůĞƐ͕ CĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ͕ ŝƚ ŝƐ ŚĂƌĚĞƌ ĨŽƌ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ũŽďƐ ƚŚĂƚ ƉĂǇ ĞŶŽƵŐŚ ƚŽ 
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ĚĞĐĞŶƚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘ iŶ ƚŚĞƐĞ ŵĂƌŬĞƚƐ͕ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŶĞĞĚ ŵŽƌĞ ƟŵĞ ƚŽ ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ 
ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ ƚŽ ĂīŽƌĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ ƐƚĂǇ ůŽŶŐĞƌ ŝŶ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ ŽŶ 
average. [Figure 5.2] illustrates the link between a longer stay in assisted housing 
ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƐƚ ŽĨ ůŝǀŝŶŐ ŝŶ ĂŶ ĂƌĞĂ͘ sƚĂƚĞƐ ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ ůŽŶŐĞƌ ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ ƐƚĂǇƐ ĨŽƌ ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ 
;ƐŚĂĚĞĚ ŝŶ ĚĂƌŬĞƌ ďůƵĞͿ ĂƌĞ ŚŽŵĞ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛ ŚŝŐŚĞƐƚ ĐŽƐƚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ;ƚŚĞ ƚŽƉ ƚĞŶ 
most expensive housing markets are listed).

rĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ĂůůŽǁƐ ƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚƐ ƚŽ ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ ũŽď ƐŬŝůůƐ ĂŶĚ  
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ ƐĂǀĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽǁŶ ŚŽŵĞ͕ Žƌ ĨŽĐƵƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛ ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ 
ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ͘ MĂŶǇ ĂůƐŽ ŐĂŝŶ ĂĐĐĞƐƐ ƚŽ ƐƉĞĐŝĂů ũŽď ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕ ĐŚŝůĚĐĂƌĞ͕ Žƌ 
ŚŽŵĞŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ ƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ  
aƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ ;PhaƐͿ ƚŚĂƚ ŵĂŶĂŐĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘ PĞŽƉůĞ ůŝŬĞ <ŝŵŵ͕  
;ďŽƩŽŵ ŽĨ ƉĂŐĞ ϵͿ ĂƌĞ ĂďůĞ ƚŽ ďŽƵŶĐĞ ďĂĐŬ ĨƌŽŵ ŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ ƚŽ ƌĞĂůŝǌĞ ĚƌĞĂŵƐ ůŝŬĞ  
ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŚŽŵĞŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ͘ iŶ 201ϯ͕ ŶĞĂƌůǇ ϵ͕ϳ0ϯ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ 
were working toward homeownership with a homeownership voucher, which  
incrementally helps a family to pay the full mortgage of their own home28.

[Figure 5.2]  lengtH of stAy of current 
PublIC HousINg AND HCV ResIDeNTs  
And toP 10 HigHest Housing cost in 
urBAn AreAs in 2013

PAHRC tabulation of HUD Resident Characteristics 
Report as of January 31, 2014 and Consumer Price 
Index - Urban Housing Costs Data 
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[Figure 5.1]  lengtH of stAy for  
CuRReNT PublIC HousINg AND HCV  
reciPients in 2013
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H o u s i n g  A s  A  s u P P o r t
tŚĞ ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ ŽĨ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ ŚĞĂĚƐ ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ PƵďůŝĐ  
hŽƵƐŝŶŐ Žƌ hCs PƌŽŐƌĂŵ ĂƌĞ ĞůĚĞƌůǇ Žƌ ŚĂǀĞ ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ ƚŚĞŵ ĨƌŽŵ 
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ ŝŶ ĂŶ ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ ǁŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞ͘ tŚĞƐĞ ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ ŶŽƚ ŽŶůǇ ŶĞĞĚ ĂŶ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ 
place to live, but in many cases they need places to live that are equipped for  
ƐƉĞĐŝĂů ŶĞĞĚƐ Žƌ ĐůŽƐĞ ƚŽ ĐƌŝƟĐĂů ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘ tŚĞƌĞ ŵĂǇ ďĞ Ă ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞ ŽĨ ƐƵĐŚ ƵŶŝƚƐ  
ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ ŵĂƌŬĞƚ ŝŶ ƐŽŵĞ ĂƌĞĂƐ Žƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ ƚŚĂƚ ĞǆŝƐƚ ŵĂǇ ŶŽƚ ďĞ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ͘ 

as seen in [Figure 6.1], more than half of all senior renters experience housing cost  
burdens and almost one-quarter experience severe housing cost burdens. as such, 
ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŝƐ ĂŶ ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ĨŽƌ ƐĞŶŝŽƌƐ ĂƐ ƚŚĞǇ ĂŐĞ͘ tŚĞ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ ŽĨ 
ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĨŽƌ ƐĞŶŝŽƌƐ ǁŝůů ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ ĂƐ Ă ůĂƌŐĞƌ ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ 
ĞŶƚĞƌƐ ƌĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ͘ 

sŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ͕  ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚ ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ ĨĂĐĞ ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ ĐŽŶƐƚƌĂŝŶƚƐ ŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞŝƌ ůŝĨĞƟŵĞƐ  
and need similar supports linked to housing. Forty percent of households in the 
Public housing or hCV Program have a household head with a disability as seen in 
[Figure 6.2]. aƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŽŌĞŶ ƐĞƌǀĞƐ ĂƐ Ă ƉůĂƞŽƌŵ ĨŽƌ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ 
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝǌĞĚ ůŝǀŝŶŐ ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ƚŚĂƚ ĂůůŽǁ ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚ ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ ƚŽ ďĞ ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶ-
ĚĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ŚĂǀĞ ĂĐĐĞƐƐ ƚŽ ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ ƐŽĐŝĂů ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶ͘

aƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂůƐŽ ƐĞƌǀĞƐ ǀĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ ǁŚŽ ŵĂǇ ŶĞĞĚ ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů ŚĞůƉ ƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶŝŶŐ 
back into civilian life. on average, assisted housing programs aid nearly 300,000 
ǀĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ ĞĂĐŚ ǇĞĂƌ͕  ŶĞĂƌůǇ 10͕000 ŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ ǁĞƌĞ Ăƚ ƐŽŵĞ ƟŵĞ ŚŽŵĞůĞƐƐ29.

[Figure 6.1]  cost Burdened  
senior renters

27.2% of seniors
severely Cost burdened

= 50.9%

23.7% of seniors
Cost burdened

PAHRC tabulation of CHAS 2013 data based  
on 2006-2010 ACS five year estimates.

[Figure 6.2]  PublIC HousINg AND HCV 
HouseHolds By disABility stAtus in 2013

PAHRC tabulation of HUD Resident Characteristics 
Report Data as of January 31, 2014.
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as a waitress making hourly wages in houston, 
tĞǆĂƐ͕ <ŝŵŵ ǁĂƐ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ ĞŶĚƐ 
meet for herself and her 11-year-old daughter. 
tŚĞ ůĂĐŬ ŽĨ ƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ǁĂƐ ĚĂƵŶƟŶŐ͕ ĂŶĚ <ŝŵŵ 
ũƵƐƚ ĐŽƵůĚ ŶŽƚ ŐĞƚ ĂŚĞĂĚ͘ aŌĞƌ ŚĞƌ ǁĂŝƚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ 
ŚŽƵƌƐ ǁĞƌĞ ĐƵƚ͕ ƐŚĞ ĐŽƵůĚ ŶŽ ůŽŶŐĞƌ ĂīŽƌĚ ƚŽ 
pay her rent. she knew she needed a second 
ũŽď ƚŽ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ ĞŶŽƵŐŚ ŵŽŶĞǇ ƚŽ ŬĞĞƉ 
ŚĞƌ ĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͕ ďƵƚ ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ ĂŶ ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ 
<ŝŵŵ ŬŶĞǁ ŚĞƌ ŽƉƟŽŶƐ ǁĞƌĞ ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ͘

sŽŽŶ͕ <ŝŵŵ ǁĂƐ ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ ŝŶƚŽ ƉƵďůŝĐ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘ 
tŚƌŽƵŐŚ ŚĞƌ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͕  ƐŚĞ ƉĂƌƟĐ-
ŝƉĂƚĞĚ ŝŶ ͞�ƌĞƐƐ ĨŽƌ sƵĐĐĞƐƐ͕͟  Ă ŶŽŶͲƉƌŽĮƚ 
ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŐĂǀĞ ŚĞƌ ĂĐĐĞƐƐ ƚŽ ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ 
ĂƫƌĞ͕ ŚĞůƉĞĚ ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ ŚĞƌ ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ ƐŬŝůůƐ 
ŝŶ Ă ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů ƐĞƫŶŐ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚƵƚŽƌĞĚ ŚĞƌ ŝŶ 

ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů ůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ͘  >ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ ŚŽǁ ƚŽ ƐĂǀĞ ĂŶĚ ďĞ 
ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůůǇ ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ ƉƵƚ <ŝŵŵ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ƉĂƚŚ 
ƚŽ ŚŽŵĞŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ͘ <ŝŵŵ ĂůƐŽ ĞŶƌŽůůĞĚ ŝŶ 
“Dress for success’” mentoring program and 
was connected with a mentor based in the 
ŵĞĚŝĐĂů ĮĞůĚ͘ hĞƌ ŵĞŶƚŽƌ ŚĞůƉĞĚ <ŝŵŵ ƐĞĐƵƌĞ 
scholarship assistance and establish herself 
academically. 

tŽĚĂǇ͕  <ŝŵŵ ŚĂƐ ĂŶ ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ Ɛ͛ ĚĞŐƌĞĞ͕ Ă 
bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, and  
is working on her PhD. she is also a proud 
ŚŽŵĞŽǁŶĞƌ͘  <ŝŵŵ ĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞƐ ŚĞƌ ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ  
to the stability provided to her by living in 
public housing. For more success stories like 
<ŝŵŵ Ɛ͕͛ ǀŝƐŝƚ ǁǁǁ͘rĞtŚŝŶŬhŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘ŽƌŐ͘ 

KIMM, HousToN, TexAs
“i never imagined this For me. instead oF waiting  
For things to happen, i made them happen.“  
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www.clpha.orgwww.rethinkhousing.org www.nahro.org www.phada.org

For every $1 spent 
by a Pha, $2.12  
is returned to  
local community’s  
economy.

s u P P o r t e d  By  o u r  PA r t n e r s
&Žƌ ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ ŽĨ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ  
ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉŽůŝĐǇ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ǀŝƐŝƚ ŽƵƌ ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ Ɛ͛ ƐŝƚĞƐ͘

A s s i s t e d  H o u s i n g  i n  yo u r  c o m m u n i t y
aƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĐŽŵĞƐ ŝŶ Ă ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ ŽĨ ĨŽƌŵƐ ĂŶĚ ĞǆŝƐƚƐ ŝŶ ŵŽƐƚ ĐŝƟĞƐ͕ ƚŽǁŶƐ͕ ĂŶĚ 
ƌƵƌĂů ĂƌĞĂƐ͘ MŽƐƚ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ ŚĂǀĞ ƐŽŵĞ ĨŽƌŵ ŽĨ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘ iŶ ĨĂĐƚ͕  
ϵϳй ŽĨ us ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ Ăƚ ůĞĂƐƚ ŽŶĞ ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů ƵŶŝƚ ŽĨ ĨĞĚĞƌĂůůǇ ƐƵďƐŝĚŝǌĞĚ  
housing30͘ aƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ ĂƌĞ ĂůƐŽ ĨŽƵŶĚ ŝŶ us ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌŝĞƐ ůŝŬĞ PƵĞƌƚŽ 
rico and the us Virgin islands.

tŚĞ ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ŝƐ ĂŶ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ůŽĐĂů 
ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ ĂŶĚ ƐŽĐŝĂů ĨĂďƌŝĐ ŽĨ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘ >ŽĐĂů PhaƐ ŵĂŶĂŐĞ ƉƵďůŝĐ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƵŶŝƚƐ 
ĂŶĚ ŝŶ ŵŽƐƚ ĐĂƐĞƐ͕ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ ƚŚĂƚ ĂƌĞ ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ ǁŝƚŚŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƟŽŶ͘ PhaƐ ĂƌĞ 
stable local employers, and provide housing that may allow low-income workers  
to live closer to places of employment. they also play a central role in community  
ƌĞǀŝƚĂůŝǌĂƟŽŶ ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ ĂŶĚ ďŽŽƐƚ ƚŚĞ ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ ĂŶĚ 
other contracted services.  

iŶ ĨĂĐƚ͕ ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ ŚĂǀĞ ĨŽƵŶĚ PhaƐ ƚŽ ďĞ ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŽƌƐ͘ iŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ  
to public housing buildings and the development of new public housing units  
ŝŶũĞĐƚƐ Ψ2͘12 ďĂĐŬ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ůŽĐĂů ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ĨŽƌ ĞǀĞƌǇ Ψ1 ƐƉĞŶƚ31. Phas also provide  
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ ƐŽĐŝĂů ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ ŝŶ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ ďǇ ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƌĞĚƵĐĞ ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ͘ tŚĞǇ ĂůƐŽ 
help families and individuals avoid more costly public support systems such as 
homeless shelters and emergency rooms. in this way, dollars spent on housing 
assistance go a long way to help our economy and limit costs to other support 
systems. 

Assisted housing is an essential part of our communities and vital  
to the lives of the people residing there. As more and more people 
find it harder to afford a home, it remains a critical resource and  
an important policy priority.

&Žƌ ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĮŶĚŝŶŐƐ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ ƌĞƉŽƌƚ Žƌ ƚŽ 
learn more about PahrC, please visit our website at www.pahrc.org. 

$2.12 Returned

$1 spent

To local Community

By a PHA

Econsult Corporation (2007) “Assessing the  
Economic Benefits of Public Housing.”
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1 CƵŶŶŝŶŐŚĂŵ͕ M͘ Θ g͘ MĂĐ�ŽŶĂůĚ͘ ;2012Ϳ͘ ͞hŽƵƐŝŶŐ ĂƐ Ă PůĂƞŽƌŵ ĨŽƌ iŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ eĚƵ-
ĐĂƟŽŶ oƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ ĂŵŽŶŐ >ŽǁͲiŶĐŽŵĞ CŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘͟  uƌďĂŶ iŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬ
ǁǁǁ͘ƵƌďĂŶ͘ŽƌŐͬuƉůŽĂĚĞĚP�&ͬ412ϱϱ4ͲhŽƵƐŝŶŐͲĂƐͲĂͲPůĂƞŽƌŵͲĨŽƌͲiŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐͲeĚƵ-
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housing%20and%20health.pdf, December 2013.
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4 thompson, D. (2013). “where americans – rich and Poor-spent every Dollar in 2012.” 
tŚĞ aƚůĂŶƟĐ͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƚŚĞĂƚůĂŶƟĐ͘ĐŽŵͬďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐͬĂƌĐŚŝǀĞͬ201ϯͬ0ϵͬ
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ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƚĞŶĂŶƚ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͘ tŚĞ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ǁĞ ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ ĂƌĞ ĨĞĚĞƌĂůůǇ ƐƵď-
ƐŝĚŝǌĞĚ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ ďǇ hu� Žƌ ƚŚĞ us �ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ ŽĨ aŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ ;us�aͿ͘ 
however, there are also state and local housing subsidies not discussed here. Because 
ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ ĚĂƚĂ ŽŶ Ăůů ĨĞĚĞƌĂů ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ŝƐ ŶŽƚ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕ ǁĞ ƌĞĨĞƌ ƚŽ ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ 
ǁŚĞŶ ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ͚ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͛ ĂŶĚ ŶŽƚĞ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘

7  PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ hu� rĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ CŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ rĞƉŽƌƚ ;rCrͿ ĚĂƚĂ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ :ĂŶƵĂƌǇ 
ϯ1Ɛƚ͕ 2014͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬƉŝĐ͘ŚƵĚ͘ŐŽǀͬƉŝĐͬrCrPƵďůŝĐͬƌĐƌŵĂŝŶ͘ĂƐƉ͕ &ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ 
2014͘  aŶĚ PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ nĂƟŽŶĂů hŽƵƐŝŶŐ PƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ �ĂƚĂďĂƐĞ ;nhP�Ϳ  
ĚĂƚĂ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ MĂƌĐŚ͕ 2014͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ǁǁǁ͘ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶĚĂƚĂďĂƐĞ͘ŽƌŐͬŝŶĚĞǆ͘Śƚŵů͕ 
march, 2014. 

 hŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ ƐĞƌǀĞĚ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ ďĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵŶƚ ŽĨ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ CŚŽŝĐĞ sŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ ;hCsͿ 
ƚĞŶĂŶƚ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ ŚŽŵĞͲŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ rĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ 
;MŽĚͲrĞŚĂďͿ͕ ĂŶĚ sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚͲrĞŚĂď Ͳ sŝŶŐůĞ rŽŽŵ oĐĐƵƉĂŶĐǇ ;sroͿ ƵŶŝƚƐ 
ĂƐ ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ rCr͘ �ĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŽĨ ƵŶĚĞƌͲƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ rCr͕ ƵŶŝƚ ĐŽƵŶƚƐ ǁĞƌĞ 
ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ ƚŽ ƌĞŇĞĐƚ 100й ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ͘ aůƐŽ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ ŝƐ Ă ĐŽƵŶƚ ŽĨ ĂĐƟǀĞ 
ƵŶŝƚƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ĂƐ ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ nhP�͗ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ ;PhͿ͕ hCs 
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ rĞŶƚ sƵƉƉ͕ raP͕  sĞĐƟŽŶ 202 ĂŶĚ 
sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ11͕ sĞĐƟŽŶ 202 �ŝƌĞĐƚ >ŽĂŶƐ͕ rƵƌĂů �ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ ;rhsͿ sĞĐƟŽŶƐ ϱ1ϱ ĂŶĚ ϱϯϴ͕ 
hoMe͕ >ŽǁͲiŶĐŽŵĞ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ tĂǆ CƌĞĚŝƚ ;>ihtCͿ͕ ĂŶĚ hu�ͲŝŶƐƵƌĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ĂīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ 
ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ͘ tŚĞƐĞ ĚĂƚĂ ǁĞƌĞ ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ ĚŽǁŶǁĂƌĚ ĨŽƌ ƵŶŝƚƐ ǁŝƚŚ ŵƵůƟƉůĞ ƐƵďƐŝĚŝĞƐ͘ 
tŚĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ ƐĞƌǀĞĚ ǁĂƐ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ ďǇ ŵƵůƟƉůǇŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ƵŶŝƚƐ 
ďǇ 2͘2 ;ƚŚĞ Ph ĂŶĚ hCs ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ ƐŝǌĞͿ ŝŶ ĐĂƐĞƐ ǁŚĞƌĞ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ŶŽƚ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ͘  

   households individuals
 hCV (tenant )  2,316,045 5,095,299
 other (s8 mod-rehab, sro)  33,717 52,021
 hCV PBra  1,078,808 2,218,407
 huD PBra other (rent supp, raP, s202, s811)  342,078 752,572
 sĞĐƟŽŶ 202 �ŝƌĞĐƚ >ŽĂŶƐ  110͕ϴϱ1 24ϯ͕ϴϳ2
 Ph  1,102,403 2,425,287
 LihtC  1,876,276 4,127,807
 other Programs (rhs & home)  239,575 527,065
 hu� iŶƐƵƌĞĚ ;ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞͿ  1͕ϱϲϲ͕ϴϱϱ ϯ͕44ϳ͕0ϴ1
 total  8,666,608 18,889,411

8 PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ hu� rĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ CŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ rĞƉŽƌƚ 201ϯ͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬ
pic.hud.gov/pic/rCrPublic/rcrmain.asp, november 2013. Data through september 30, 
201ϯ͘ iŶĐůƵĚĞƐ ĚĂƚĂ ĨƌŽŵ ƚĞŶĂŶƚƐ ŽĨ ͚aůů rĞůĞǀĂŶƚ PƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͛ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ 
tĞŶĂŶƚ ďĂƐĞĚ sŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ sŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ CĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞƐ͕ CŽŵďŝŶĞĚ 
PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ CĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞ ĂŶĚ sŽƵĐŚĞƌ͕  hŽŵĞͲŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ sŽƵĐŚĞƌ͕  sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ 
rĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ͕ sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ rĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ sŝŶŐůĞ rŽŽŵ oĐĐƵƉĂŶĐǇ ;sroͿ͘

9 tŚĞ ŶĂƟŽŶĂů hu� ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ ĂƌĞĂ ŵĞĚŝĂŶ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ŝƐ ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ Ψϲ4͕000 ĨŽƌ Ă ĨĂŵŝůǇ 
of four. median gross rent based on american Community survey (aCs) 2012 three 
ǇĞĂƌ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ͘ iŶĐŽŵĞ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ďĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ hu� 2014 iŶĐŽŵĞ >ŝŵŝƚƐ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĂƌĞ ĚĞƚĞƌ-
ŵŝŶĞĚ ůŽĐĂůůǇ ĂŶĚ ƚĂŬĞ ŝŶƚŽ ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ ƚŚĞ ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ ŽĨ ůŽĐĂů ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ƐŝǌĞ͘ 
eLi status varies locally in the us ranging from approximately $7,500 to $33,000 for a 
ĨĂŵŝůǇ ŽĨ ĨŽƵƌ ďǇ ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͘ hu� ;2014Ϳ ͚2014 iŶĐŽŵĞ >ŝŵŝƚƐ͛͘  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘
huduser.org/portal/datasets/il/il14/state_incomelimits_report.pdf, march 2014.

10 PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ hu� rĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ CŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ rĞƉŽƌƚ ;rCrͿ ĚĂƚĂ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ 
sĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ϯ0ƚŚ͕ 201ϯ͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬƉŝĐ͘ŚƵĚ͘ŐŽǀͬƉŝĐͬrCrPƵďůŝĐͬƌĐƌŵĂŝŶ͘ĂƐƉ͕ 
november, 2013. Data taken from the rCr includes recipients of Public housing (Ph), 
hŽƵƐŝŶŐ CŚŽŝĐĞ sŽƵĐŚĞƌ ;hCsͿ ƚĞŶĂŶƚ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ hCs ƉƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ hCs 
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ ďĂƐĞĚ ĐĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞƐ͕ ŚŽŵĞŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌ͕  sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ rĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ 
;MŽĚͲrĞŚĂďͿ͕ sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ rĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ ;sroͿ͘

11 median income of huD assisted households is likely close to $11,200 based on PahrC 
ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ hu� 2012 PƵďůŝĐ uƐĞ MŝĐƌŽĚĂƚĂ sĂŵƉůĞ ;PuMsͿ ŽĨ ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ 
ďǇ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ hCs͕ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ sĞĐƟŽŶͲϴ͕ sĞĐƟŽŶ 202ͬϴ11͘ �ĞĐĂƵƐĞ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĚĂƚĂ 
break income into categories rather than give exact amounts, resident incomes were 
assumed to be the midpoint of their income category.

12 Department of housing and urban Development (huD). (2011). “worst Case  
hŽƵƐŝŶŐ nĞĞĚƐ 2011͗ a sƵŵŵĂƌǇ rĞƉŽƌƚ ƚŽ CŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ͘͟  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŚƵĚƵƐĞƌ͘
ŽƌŐͬƉŽƌƚĂůͬƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐͬĂĭƐŐͬǁĐͺhƐŐnĞĞĚƐ11͘Śƚŵů͕ �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͕  201ϯ͘

13 PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ aCs 2012 ŽŶĞ ǇĞĂƌ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ ĂŶĚ  
200ϲ ŽŶĞ ǇĞĂƌ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ uƌďĂŶ iŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ Ɛ͛ ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶƐ ĨŽƵŶĚ ŝŶ  
ƚŚĞ ͚hŽƵƐŝŶŐ aīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ MĂƉ͕͛  ƌĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƵƌďĂŶ͘ŽƌŐͬŚŽƵƐŝŶŐĂīŽƌĚĂďŝů-
ity/, march 2014.

14 :ŽŝŶƚ CĞŶƚĞƌ ĨŽƌ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ sƚƵĚŝĞƐ ŽĨ hĂƌǀĂƌĚ uŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ;:ChsͿ͘ ;2011Ϳ͘ ͞aŵĞƌŝĐĂ Ɛ͛ rĞŶƚ-
Ăů hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͗ MĞĞƟŶŐ CŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͕ �ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ oŶ oƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘͟  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘
ũĐŚƐ͘ŚĂƌǀĂƌĚ͘ĞĚƵͬƐŝƚĞƐͬũĐŚƐ͘ŚĂƌǀĂƌĚ͘ĞĚƵͬĮůĞƐͬĂŚƌ2011ͲϱͲĂīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘ƉĚĨ͕  �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ 
2013.

 :Chs͘ ;201ϯͿ͘ ͞rĞŶƚĂů hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͟ ŝŶ ͞tŚĞ sƚĂƚĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ nĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ 201ϯ͘͟  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ 
Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ũĐŚƐ͘ŚĂƌǀĂƌĚ͘ĞĚƵͬƐŝƚĞƐͬũĐŚƐ͘ŚĂƌǀĂƌĚ͘ĞĚƵͬĮůĞƐͬƐŽŶ201ϯͺĐŚĂƉϱͺƌĞŶƚ-
al_housing.pdf, December 2013.

15 uƌďĂŶ iŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ 2012 aCs ŽŶĞ ǇĞĂƌ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ͘ uƌďĂŶ iŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ ;2014Ϳ 
͚hŽƵƐŝŶŐ aīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ MĂƉ͛͘  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƵƌďĂŶ͘ŽƌŐͬŚŽƵƐŝŶŐĂīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕  
march, 2014.

16 PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ CŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝǀĞ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ aīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ sƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ ;ChasͿ 201ϯ ĚĂƚĂ 
ďĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ 200ϲͲ2010 aCs ĮǀĞ ǇĞĂƌ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ͘ tŚĞ ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ ŽĨ Ăůů ƵŶŝƚƐ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ƚŽ e>i 
ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ǁĂƐ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ ďǇ ĚŝǀŝĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ͕ ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ ;ϯ0й ŽĨ aMi 
and adequate kitchen and plumbing) units for eLi families by the total number of 
adequate rental units. 

17 PharC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů ƵŶŝƚƐ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ nĂƟŽŶĂů hŽƵƐŝŶŐ PƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ 
�ĂƚĂďĂƐĞ ;nhP�Ϳ͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ǁǁǁ͘ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶĚĂƚĂďĂƐĞ͘ŽƌŐ͕ MĂƌĐŚ͕ 2014͘ aƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ 
ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ nhP� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗ hu� PƌŽũĞĐƚͲ�ĂƐĞĚ rĞŶƚĂů aƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͖ 
sĞĐƟŽŶ 202 �ŝƌĞĐƚ >ŽĂŶƐ͖ hu� iŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ǁŝƚŚ ĂīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ͖ 
sƚĂƚĞ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ &ŝŶĂŶĐĞ aŐĞŶĐǇ &ƵŶĚĞĚ sĞĐƟŽŶ 2ϯϲ͖ >Žǁ iŶĐŽŵĞ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ tĂǆ CƌĞĚŝƚƐ͖ 
hoMe rĞŶƚĂů aƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͖ sĞĐƟŽŶ ϱ1ϱ rƵƌĂů rĞŶƚĂů hŽƵƐŝŶŐ >ŽĂŶƐ͖ rƵƌĂů �ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ 
sĞĐƟŽŶ ϱϯϴ͖ ĂŶĚ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘ tŚĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ƚĞŶĂŶƚͲďĂƐĞĚ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ ŝƐ ƚĂŬĞŶ ĨƌŽŵ 
hu� Ɛ͛ rĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ CŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ rĞƉŽƌƚ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ ĚĂƚĂ ĂƐ ŽĨ :ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͕  ϯ1Ɛƚ͕ 2014͘

18 PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ aCs 2012 ƚŚƌĞĞ ǇĞĂƌ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ͘ tŽ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ Ă ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟǀĞ 
ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ͕ ŝƚ ŝƐ ĂƐƐƵŵĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ ůĞƐƐ ƚŚĂŶ ϱ0й ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂƌĞĂ ŵĞĚŝĂŶ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ 
would qualify for housing assistance. however, many housing programs take families 
making up to 80% of the median income. 

19 there were approximately 115m households (occupied housing units) in 2012 ac-
ĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ aCs ĮǀĞ ǇĞĂƌ ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ͘ aďŽƵƚ 4͘ϴM ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ ĂƌĞ ĚĞĞƉůǇ ƐƵďƐŝĚŝǌĞĚ 
;ůŝǀŝŶŐ ŝŶ Ă PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ͕ hCs ƚĞŶĂŶƚ ǀŽƵĐŚĞƌ͕  sĞĐƟŽŶ 202ͬϴ11͕ rƵƌĂů 
hŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƵŶŝƚͿ͘ aŶŽƚŚĞƌ ϯM ůŝǀĞ ŝŶ >ihtC Žƌ hu�ͲiŶƐƵƌĞĚ ƵŶŝƚƐ ǁŝƚŚ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ 
;ƐĞĞ ĨŽŽƚŶŽƚĞ ϳͿ͘ aīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ ƚŚĂƚ Ă ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ƵŶŝƚƐ ĐĂƌƌǇ ƌĞŶƚƐ 
ƚŚĂƚ ĂƌĞ ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ ƚŽ ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ĨŽƌ Ă ƐĞƚ ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ ǇĞĂƌƐ ďƵƚ ĚŽ ŶŽƚ ƉƌŽ-
vide a direct subsidy to the tenant or landlord to make up the gap between the rent 
and 30% of a family’s income.

20 gŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ aĐĐŽƵŶƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ oĸĐĞ ;gaoͿ͘ 2014 ͚201ϲϯ sĞƋƵĞƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͗ aŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ 
rĞĚƵĐĞĚ sŽŵĞ sĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ ĂŶĚ iŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ͕ WŚŝůĞ tĂŬŝŶŐ CĞƌƚĂŝŶ aĐƟŽŶƐ ƚŽ MŝƟŐĂƚĞ 
eīĞĐƚƐ͛͘  aĐĐĞƐƐĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŐĂŽ͘ŐŽǀͬƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐͬgaoͲ14Ͳ244͕ MĂƌĐŚ͕ 2014͘

21 &Žƌ Ă ŵŽƌĞ ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ ůŽŽŬ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ŵĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐǇ ƵƐĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ uƌďĂŶ iŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ ƐĞĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ 
ŵĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐǇ ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ Ăƚ    ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬĚĂƚĂƚŽŽůƐ͘ŵĞƚƌŽƚƌĞŶĚƐ͘ŽƌŐͬĐŚĂƌƚƐͬŵĞƚƌŽĚĂƚĂͬͺ
ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐͬŵĂƉƐͬŚĂŝͬaīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇй20gĂƉƐй20MĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐǇ͘ƉĚĨ

22 abt associates. (2010). “Capital needs in the Public housing Program.” retrieved 
Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬƉŽƌƚĂů͘ŚƵĚ͘ŐŽǀͬŚƵĚƉŽƌƚĂůͬĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐͬŚƵĚĚŽĐ͍ŝĚсPhͺCĂƉŝƚĂůͺnĞĞĚƐ͘ƉĚĨ͕  
December 2013.

23 ͚C�PP͘  ;2014Ϳ͘ ͚sĞƋƵĞƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛ tŽůů͗ ϳ0͕000 &ĞǁĞƌ >ŽǁͲiŶĐŽŵĞ &ĂŵŝůŝĞƐ hĂǀĞ 
hŽƵƐŝŶŐ sŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͛͘  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŽŏŚĞĐŚĂƌƚƐďůŽŐ͘ŽƌŐͬƐĞƋƵĞƐƚƌĂ-
ƟŽŶƐͲƚŽůůͲϳ0000ͲĨĞǁĞƌͲůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞͲĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐͲŚĂǀĞͲŚŽƵƐŝŶŐͲǀŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ͬ MĂƌĐŚ 2014͛͘

24 see footnote 7.
25 aůů ĚĂƚĂ ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ ƐĞĐƟŽŶ ƵŶůĞƐƐ ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ 

hu� rĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ CŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ rĞƉŽƌƚ 201ϯ͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬƉŝĐ͘ŚƵĚ͘ŐŽǀͬƉŝĐͬ
rCrPƵďůŝĐͬƌĐƌŵĂŝŶ͘ĂƐƉ ͕ &ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ 201ϯ͘ �ĂƚĂ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ :ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͕  ϯ1Ɛƚ͕ 2014͘ iŶĐůƵĚĞƐ 
ĚĂƚĂ ĨƌŽŵ ƚĞŶĂŶƚƐ ŽĨ ͚aůů rĞůĞǀĂŶƚ PƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͛ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕ tĞŶĂŶƚ ďĂƐĞĚ 
sŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ sŽƵĐŚĞƌƐ͕ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ CĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞƐ͕ CŽŵďŝŶĞĚ PƌŽũĞĐƚͲďĂƐĞĚ 
CĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞ ĂŶĚ sŽƵĐŚĞƌ͕  hŽŵĞͲŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ sŽƵĐŚĞƌ͕  sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ rĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ͕ 
sĞĐƟŽŶ ϴ MŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ rĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ sŝŶŐůĞ rŽŽŵ oĐĐƵƉĂŶĐǇ ;sroͿ͘

26 Families with children are slightly under counted as are households with disabled 
heads. in the combined programs, 1% of elderly heads have children and 7% of  
disabled heads have children. 15% of elderly heads are also disabled.’

27 CBPP. (2013). “most rental assistance recipients work, are elderly, or have Disabil-
ŝƟĞƐ͘͟  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĐďƉƉ͘ŽƌŐͬĐŵƐͬŝŶĚĞǆ͘ĐĨŵ͍ĨĂсǀŝĞǁΘŝĚсϯϵϵ2 ͕ MĂƌĐŚ 
2014.

28 PahrC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ hu� rĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ CŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ rĞƉŽƌƚ 201ϯ͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬ
pic.hud.gov/pic/rCrPublic/rcrmain.asp, november 2013. Data through september 30, 
2013. includes homeownership vouchers only.

29 C�PP͘  ;201ϯͿ͘ ͞rĞŶƚĂů aƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ hĞůƉƐ MŽƌĞ ƚŚĂŶ ϯ00͕000 sĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ aīŽƌĚ hŽŵĞƐ͕ 
ďƵƚ >ĂƌŐĞ uŶŵĞƚ ŶĞĞĚƐ rĞŵĂŝŶ͘͟  rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĐďƉƉ͘ŽƌŐͬĐŵƐͬŝŶĚĞǆ͘ĐĨŵ͍-
ĨĂсǀŝĞǁΘŝĚс404ϱ͕ �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ 201ϯ͘

30 PharC ƚĂďƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů ƵŶŝƚƐ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ nhP�͘ rĞƚƌŝĞǀĞĚ Ăƚ ǁǁǁ͘
ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶĚĂƚĂďĂƐĞ͘ŽƌŐ͕ nŽǀĞŵďĞƌ͕  201ϯ͘ aƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ ŝŶ 
ƚŚĞ nhP� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗ hu� PƌŽũĞĐƚͲ�ĂƐĞĚ rĞŶƚĂů aƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͖ sĞĐƟŽŶ 202 �ŝƌĞĐƚ >ŽĂŶƐ͖ 
hu� iŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ ǁŝƚŚ ĂīŽƌĚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ͖ sƚĂƚĞ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ &ŝŶĂŶĐĞ aŐĞŶĐǇ 
&ƵŶĚĞĚ sĞĐƟŽŶ 2ϯϲ͖ >Žǁ iŶĐŽŵĞ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ tĂǆ CƌĞĚŝƚƐ͖ hoMe rĞŶƚĂů aƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͖ 
sĞĐƟŽŶ ϱ1ϱ rƵƌĂů rĞŶƚĂů hŽƵƐŝŶŐ >ŽĂŶƐ͖ rƵƌĂů �ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ sĞĐƟŽŶ ϱϯϴ͖ ĂŶĚ PƵďůŝĐ 
housing. the number of tenant-based vouchers is taken from huD’s resident Char-
ĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ rĞƉŽƌƚ ;sĞĞ ĨŽŽƚŶŽƚĞ ϴͿ͘ nhP� ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ ǁĞƌĞ ŐĞŽͲĐŽĚĞĚ ĂŶĚ ĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ ďǇ 
ĐŽƵŶƚǇ ƚŽ ŽďƚĂŝŶ ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ ŽĨ ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ ǁŝƚŚ ƌĞĂĚǇͲďƵŝůƚ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ͘

31 eĐŽŶƐƵůƚ CŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶ͘ ;2010Ϳ ͞PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ sƟŵƵůƵƐ &ƵŶĚŝŶŐ͗ a rĞƉŽƌƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ 
economic impact of recovery act Capital improvements.”  econsult Corporate. (2007). 
͞aƐƐĞƐƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ eĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ �ĞŶĞĮƚƐ ŽĨ PƵďůŝĐ hŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘͟  
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A B o u t P u B l i c A n d A f fo r dA B l e H o u s i n g r es eA rc H co r P o r At i o n
The Public and Affordable Housing Research Corporation (PAHRC) is a nonprofit organization  
that was incorporated in Connecticut in March 2011.

Its Mission is to provide independent research and relevant data to support the efforts of the 
public and affordable housing industry and its stakeholders.

Its Vision is to be a central hub for current data and research on public and affordable housing.

PAHRC engages in collaborative research with a number of industry group partners to provide 
current information about important public and affordable housing issues. In addition to research, 
PAHRC compiles data relevant to affordable housing issues from a wide variety of primary and 
secondary sources in order to make this data available to affordable housing industry members as 
well as the general public.

PAHRC is a part of HAI Group, which is a family of companies that serves the public and affordable 
housing community with special, niche insurance programs as well as other value-added products  
and services. A recognized leader and expert in the public and affordable housing industry, HAI 
Group is dedicated to providing reliable insurance, research, training, and software solutions.

189 CommerCe Court
P.o. Box 189
Cheshire͕ Ct 0ϲ410ͳ01ϴϵ

www.housingCenter.Com
www.PahrC.org


