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EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS IN THE  
MOVING TO WORK PROGRAM

The first comprehensive evaluation of the Moving to Work (MTW) program finds that MTW agencies do better than comparison 
agencies on most performance measures, particularly those related to the MTW program goals of self-sufficiency and housing 
choice, while also meeting the standard PHA requirements for serving extremely low-income households.
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4.3%* -47%*

-0.9YRS* 21.2%*

3.5%* -13.7%*

RELATIVE TO THEIR COMPARISON NON-MTW AGENCIES, MTW AGENCIES REPORT:

MTW AGENCIES ALSO SERVE THOUSANDS OF ADDITIONAL HOUSEHOLDS THROUGH  
NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE.

ALL WHILE REPORTING SIMILAR PERCENTAGES OF EXTREMELY  
LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS SERVED: 

5,455 
HOUSEHOLDS
RECEIVED PROPERTY-BASED 
ASSISTANCE

2,454  
HOUSEHOLDS
RECEIVED TENANT-BASED 
ASSISTANCE

HCV HOUSEHOLDS THAT EARN BELOW  
EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME

MTW PHAs COMPARISON PHAs DIFFERENCE

79.8% 80.2% -0.4%

PUBLIC HOUSING HOUSEHOLDS THAT EARN  
BELOW EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME 79.5% 78.9% 0.6%

* indicates a statistically significant difference



E V I D E N C E  O F  S U C C E S S  I N  T H E 
M OV I N G  T O  W O R K  P R O G R A M

PLEASE VISIT WWW.HOUSINGCENTER.COM/RESEARCH/MTW  TO READ THE FULL RESEARCH REPORT,  
“TESTING PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR THE MOVING TO WORK PROGRAM.”

Source : Abt Associates (2017) “Testing Performance Measures for the Moving to Work Program”.

THE MTW PROGRAM HAS ALSO SUCCEEDED IN ITS GOAL OF PROVIDING  
A VEHICLE FOR LOCAL PHAS TO INNOVATE AND DESIGN NEW APPROACHES  

TO SERVE THEIR CLIENTS AND COMMUNITIES, SUCH AS:

Providing case management and service enriched vouchers to promote self-sufficiency 
   
Rehabilitating and project-basing buildings to provide additional housing

Simplifying rent structures and streamlining administrative procedures to save money

Using regulatory and funding flexibility to foster partnerships

Targeting housing assistance to special populations not reached by traditional programs

 Using funding flexibility to more efficiently address local needs

http://www.housingcenter.com/research/MTW

